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State of European Union ICT in Education in K-12 Schools
Hu Yongbin', Li Xin?, Zhao Yunjian®

(1.Faculty of Education, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116; 2.China Educational Technology, National
Center for Educational Technology, Beijing 100031)

Editor’s Commentary: Dr. Will Ellis, who is an international renowned export in ICT in education within Europe Union, worked
with European Schoolnet leading the European Commission funded iTEC Project. In the past few years, He devoted himself to
European integration of ICT in education. He previously held the post of Senior Manager within Becta, the UK Government Agency
responsible for educational technology strategy. He oversaw national strategy for learning tools and resources including the Learning
Platform Services procurement framework, delivered to support schools purchase VLEs. He also held responsibility for the annual
BETT Awards which celebrate innovation and quality in learning technologies and led a programme of work on content technical
standards including the development of interoperability specifications for interactive whiteboard content, VLEs and resource
discovery. He is an advanced practitioner in ICT in education with astonishing ability in planning, implementing and evaluating of
project. Under his leadership, iTEC developed innovative future classroom with 6 learning zones, formed learning scenario designing
and learning activities designing methodology to scale up future classroom, and piloted with 5000 students in 2684 classrooms cross
20 European countries. Because the success of this project, he was invited to more than 10 countries in Europe, Asia, the Americas
reporting research progress and experience.

In this interview, Dr. Will Ellis reviews several typical projects in ICT in education supported by European Union and introduces the
role of nonprofit organization in the process of ICT in education. As the manager of iTEC, he gives a detail explanation on design
proposal, process, promotion and evaluation of future classroom. When asked about the implications on iTEC, he suggests that
teaching innovation center which focuses on new styles of teaching, engineering thinking which are used in project design, and open
evaluation which are used as a driving force are vital to the project implementation.
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